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Report for the year 1817, of the Executive Committee for the man- 
agement of the missions, first commenced by the Rev. John Wes- 
ley, the Rev. Dr. Coke, and others; and now carried on under 
the direction of the Methodist Conference. 


(Continued from page 245, vol. S.) 
AMERICA. 


Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Anp Canapa.—In these co- 
lonies the additional missionaries appointed by the last conference 
have enabled the district meetings to enlarge the number of sta- 
tions, and to supply the want of religious ordinances to many living 
in situations where they were entirely destitute of them. ‘They have 
been very gladly received by the inhabitants, and have entered on 
their work with the best appearances of success. From the late ap- 
pointment of a missionary to preach in Canada in the French lan- 
guage, the language of a large pregerties of the inhabitants, the 
committee anticipate much good. The ignorance of the Catholick 
population in that province is truly deplorable. ‘They are not only 
without the Scriptures, but wholly ignorant of their contents; in 
some instances, even of their most important facts. Mr. Putron not 
ee" preaches in French, but diligently circulates the Scriptures; 
and has, in many places where he has itinerated, been heard with 
great attention, and with some success. 

The following extract of a letter from Mr. Hick presents a view 
of the extent and nature of the labours of the missionaries in these 
stations: —“The plan we pursue is this; one of us preaches in Mon- 
treal and the adjacent villages one fortnight, and the other takes the 
more distant parts of the circuit, and this we do alternately; but in 
order to give you a more correct idea of the extent of our circuit, I 
send you an account of the places we visit in this neighbourhood. 
Chamblay, a large village, with no minister or means of grace what- 
ever, is 18 miles from Montreal. From thence we proceed 12 miles 
to St. John’s, one of the most wicked places in the Canadas. Next 
to Roche Mountain, a new settlement, deep buried in the wouds, 
and va any means of grace, where the people receive us with 
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lively sentiments of gratitude: it is 25 miles from St. John’s. Then 
24 miles to Yamasca Mountain, where we have a still brighter pros- 
pect of doing good. Then 24 miles to Shefford; and 38 miles to Ya- 
masca village. The next day we ride 36 miles to Sorrel; from Sor- 
rel to Point de Bure, 10 miles; and to Montreal 45 miles. Thus 
you see that the whole of our journey, while in the circuit, is 232 
miles; but there is another place which we propose visiting, which 
will make our journey 318 miles.” ‘This may serve as a specimen 
of the labours of those who hav@ devoted themselves to carry the 
word of God to the scattered population of the Canadas, and our 
other North American settlements, by the only method which can 
reach their destitute case—itinerating — the different circuits 
into which they are forming’the country. By the blessing of God 
upon their labours, there has been, through this district, a conside- 
rable accession of numbers in the past year. The numbers in so- 
ciety are 1705, making an increase of near 400 members. 

EWFOUNDLAND.—The increase of the missionaries in New- 
foundland has also been followed by the opening of new places and 
religious ‘nstruction, and the ordinances of divine worship, have 
been supplied to many of the coves and harbours in that extensive 
settlement, which were before but occasiovally visited, or wholly 
destitute of the ministry. The distresses of that island have been 
indeed very severe. The failure of the fishery, the depression of 
commerce, and a season unusually severe, have produced great suf- 
ferings among the inhabitants in general; but, in the midst of trouble, 
they have sought and found relief in the consolations of religion. 
The spirituality of the societies appears to have advanced, and their 
numbers are increased, 

On these subjects the following extracts from the minutes of the 
District Meeting held at Carbonear, in June last, will be read with 
pleasure:— 

“After examining the accounts brought from the different stations, 
itis our opinion that the work of God is prospering amongst us. 
More of the power of religion appears to be experienced in our socie- 
ties: our congregations are increasing in numbers, and becoming 
more attentive: many prejudices are dying away, and our general 


prospects are remarkably pleasing. 
The numbers in society are 648, making an increase this year o! 


148. 

The total number of members in society in foreign stations is now 
23,057; making the total increase of the year, 1,960. The tota! 
number of missionaries is 101, exclusive of four supernumeraries, 
who are employed as their infirmities or age will admit. : 

The Committee stated, in their last Report, that though the Mis- 
sionary Fund. was restricted to the support and extension of mis- 
sions in foreign parts, yet that the case of the mission to the Irish, in 
the darker parts of that country, appeared to warrant an exception; 
and that they bad voted an allowance of S60/. to the support of six 
of the missivnaries so employed, and engaged in an extensive sys- 
tem of itinerancy, preaching occasionally in the native Irish for the 
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purpose of more effectually reaching the case of the ignorant and 
superstitious peasantry of that country. When the case of this mis- 


sion was laid before the Committee of Examination and Finance, at 
its meeting in Sheflield, July 25, the importance of the Irish mission 
was 30 deeply felt, gud such was the evidence of the zeal, self-denial, 
and privations of the excellent. men engaged in it. thatat was agreed 
to recommend to the Conference to take seven of the missionaries 
wie were able to preachiin the nativé Irish, or to use that tongue io 
furtherance of their labours among the. people, upon. the fund tor 
the year ensuing; and as the former allowance of 60/ each appear- 
ed exceedingly ina lequate to meet the wants of these indefatigable 
lavourers, it was also recommended that -20/. in addition to their 
allowaace of 60/, should be paid to each of the brethren employed 
duriag the last year; aad that the fature allowance to every Irish 
missionary, “who cau make himself useful by preaching or teaching 
in the Irs!y, language in the neglected parts of Ireland,’ shal! be 
80l. per annum; the number of missionaries 80 employed to be fixed 
annually by the English Conference, and the said missionaries to be 
required regulariy to correspond, with the Managing Committee in 
London. . These allowances, which the most rigid economy will 
scarcely render adequate, tie Committee doubt not wil! be cheer- 
fully assented to by the coutributors to the Mission Fund; as it is 
only by the aid of that fu id tiat the lrish mission can be continued. 
The extracts of letters from the missionaries employed in this work, 
which are inserted below, present such a view of their pious labours, 
and of the necessity of them, as willat once expiain the reasons of 
the Committee for recommending the continuance of the mission, 
and interest every one init who feels the importance of extending 
the blessings ofa pure form of Christiauity to Ireland, and of res- 
cuing from vice and disorder those parts of the country which have 
presented to. Christian and patriotick commiseration so many dis- 
tressing effects arising from the inhabitants being lelt “as sheep 
without a shepherd.”’* 
( To be continued. ) 
*Letter from Mr. Richey to the Missionary Committee, dated Bally- 


mena, November 23, 1817. 

«‘Whilst your institution has blest many of the human race a/ready, 
and sent the glorious gospel to all the sons of Adam, we in Ireland would 
unite our fervent prayers with yours, that your labour of love may be 
crowned in the conversion of millions of the heathens, and that poor Ire 
land (through your kind exertions, and the blessing of God may also be 
blest with all the kingdoms of the earth. 

“Our Antrim and Derry Mission at present forms a very pleasing ap- 
pearance. Since my appointment to it in July last, exch time 1 goround 
it delights me more; the seed suwn in the labours and toils of past years is 
indeed springing up, and promises a delightful harvest, to the praise and 
glory of God, and since conference we have had very blessed seasons 
among this people Our congregations, both in town and country, ore 
greatly on the increase; they are twice as large as when | first came 
among them. 

_T have the happiness to inform you, that lately a whole family of Pa- 
pists (ofthe name of Crilley) have forsaken the priest, and have joined us; 
the word of God, long hid frem them, at last came to theic neighbonr- 
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hood, reached their ears, and its divine power affected their hearts. The 
anathemas of their priest, and the curses and threatenings of their blind 
bigotted friends, were not able to turnthem from the choice they were 
led to make by hearing the missionaries. We now regularly lodge with 
them, and I ama witness of the real change which has taken piace They 
seem guite at a loss how to express their gratitude to God and the men 
who were the means of turning their benighied feet into the way of peace. 
Oh that God may speedily save the poor Roman Catholicks from their 
false teachers, and their dangerous errours! 

«*Anawful fever, now prevailing in Ireland, which has left many weep- 
ing parents bereft of their offspring, and many widows and fatherless chil- 
" dren, has also been severely felt on this mission; sometimes one half of 
my congregations are out of feverish houses. | have often lodged where 
they were just rising out of it, and have had to go and visit others in its 
burning rage. This is to me unpleasant and dangerous; but a fear of their 
dropping out of a burning fever into a burning hell. leads me to trust my 
life in the hands of Him, who ‘‘numbers all his people’s hairs,”’ if [ may 
be a means of warning the living, (then more ready to hear) and directing 
the dying to him, who is able to save to the uttermost all that come unto 
God through him. 

«sOur newspapers are put into mourning on account of this fever, and 
each day brings fresh tidings, that numbers more are fled into eternity! 
Surely it is a time when Zion’s watchmen should be awake, in loudly cal- 
ling on men to “*prepare to meet God.” I think this painful providence 
is one means of increasing our congregations. 

‘*We have lately had several new openings, and in the last fortnight, a 
very promising class has been raised. 

‘If the committee were to sce us in some of our new places, they would 
be delighted. ! am often delighted among them, and particularly in the 
market, where I have seen hundreds of Roman Catholicks, and others, 
listening with tears while we told them of their danger, and pointed them 
to the Lord Jesus: Christ. 

«It is truly delightful to hear the simple, artless, yet rational and scrip- 
tural experience of the young converts, These things, together with the 
delightful! hope of plucking many brands from eternal burnings, and see- 
ing them for ever saved, sweetens oar many toils, and helps us under our 
many privatrons. 

‘And now we greatly rejoice that the exertions of your committee ex- 
tend so wide, and particularly we are glad that you do regard the welfare 
of poor Ireland. It will yet repay your toil, and be to pt for a crown 
of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus. May the God of Missions abun- 
dantly bless you and us! 

‘I remain, dear Fathers and Brethren, yours, in the Gospel of Christ, 
«WILLIAM RICHEY.” 


Extract of a letter from Mr. A. Noble to Mr. A. Hamilton, dated Bally- 
mena, March 12, 1817. 

**More than five years ago, when I came to this country as a missionary 
I was greatly cast down in taking a view of the barren state of this part of 
the kingdom, filled with strong prejudice of every kind. I had my fears 
that little impressions could be made uponit. However, glory be to God, 
he can work with feeble means. I can now say, the barren wilderness 
hath become a fruitful field, and many who were not a people are become 
people of God. 

‘‘We have formed our mission into two circuits or missions.—Ballyme- 
na, and Kilrea; in both of which we have 550 regular members of socie- 
ty, the greater part of whom are converted to God. Since iast conference 
we have had a most glorious work in the county of Derry, near Kilrea. 
At that time we laid aside our horses, and set out through the country em 
foot. Im my judgment, this is the best plan for a missionary, I know itis 
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net the most comfortable; for I can assure you, that many times. im the 
course of the year my feet have been dreadfully blistered. We entered 
into a resolution that we would go from door to. door, and from village to 
village; and I can now say that God has beén with us. One day, while I 
preached in the street of Kilrea to a vast crowd, the spirit of God applied 
the word with divine power to the hearts of the people: the whole congre- 
gation were melted down before the Lord. At the last prayer, I tnink 
more than five hundred fell down on their knees in the street, while their 
hearty amens were heard through all the town. 

«In one little village, which was a seat of wickedness, the people are 
nearly all reformed. Great crowds used to assemble here to fight cocks. 
On one of those occasions, of late, there came only six persons, and they 
were so much ashamed that they went home without fighting a cock at 
ail. The man who was in the habit of selling whiskey in this town had 
to shut his shop; he could get no person to buy his whiskey; there isa 
general reformation in the country.” 

Excract of a leiter from Mr. R. Masaroonto Mr. A. Hamilton, dated 
Youghal, March 24, 1817. 

«sin Fermoy we preach in the court-house. We have a society of about 
twenty members. The congregations are large and increasing. Some 
Roman Catholicks hear the gospel in this town: if we had a chapel we 
should have a large and — attendance. We hope to have a Sunday 
school established here. Castletownroach had not been visited regularly 
by the preachers before the last conference, there not being a place to re- 
ceive them. We went, and stopped at the inn. A school-master in the 
town showed us the greatest kindness. We preached in a private house; 
our hearers are increased, and a gentleman in the place now receives us, 
and contributes to the support of our cause. We expect that a society 
will be formed here. We also visited Glanistown and Kilfinan: the former 
is a small village, situated at the foot of a mountain, inhabited by the de. 
scendants of the Palatines, who are almost destitute of the necessaries of 
life, and perishing for lack of knowledge. They were turning by degrees 
to the church of Rome, unt God sent among them a school-master, a 
good man, and a member of our connexion, who has been useful. They 
hear the word of God with attention and feeling. 

Extract of a leter from Mr. S. Alcornto Mr. A. Hamilton, dated Newry, 
March 24, 1817, 

‘In four large and populous parishes I found only 34 members of our 
society; and being plentifully supplied with the Holy Scriptures, the clergy 
of different sects published for me in their meeting-houses, which gave 
me an opportunity of recommending both young and old, since then, have 
regularly gone through the blessed volume, and several are reading it a 
second time. Having an unlimited commission from the never to-be- 
equalled British and Foreign Bible Society, te sell, at half-prime cost, 
or under, [ gave the whole country a plentife! scpply. { next turned my 
attention to Sunday schools, which | found had been greatly neglected; 
seven | got formed, containing about 1000 children; and the greater part 
of the clergy joined inthis blessed work with great readiness; and though 
the greater part of the Catholick priests opposed the Sunday schools, yet 
one, more liberal than the rest, highly coramended ‘he plan, and formed 
one of his own;saying, that Catholick children, convenient to our schools, 
ought to attend; and protestant children near his were all welcome. The 
seater coches society for Ireland very kindly supplied me with books for 
them all. 

‘<T'o accommodate myself to the poor, anc to save the Mission Fund, 
I have walked nine months on foot; the last sixteen days 1 walked 107 
miles, and preached once or twice every day; and three of the sermons in 
the markets of Tanderagee, Lurgan, and Banbridge, where hundreds of 
catholicks hear with deep attention; many of whom are purchasing Bi- 
bles or Testaments, and are reading them, I understand, the search of the 
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sacred word; and, thank God, not in vain: for many hundreds, with great 
care Now, at the close of my twenty-sixth year of itinerancy, | feel that 
My once strong constitution is beginning to decline ”’ 

Extract of letter from Mr. J Hamilton to Mr A. siamilton, dated Kile- 
sandra, March 27, 18!7. 

‘ When I came hese I found a large tract of country where the people 
had ne opportunity of hearing the Gospel of the blessed Jesus. In the 
fairs and markets many came to hear. Inthe market of Ballinagh, a lit- 
tle town that was burned in the rebellion, a crowd came to hear; and 
while | was preaching, they wept and smote their breasts in such a way, 
that | could do Hittle but weep for sometime, and when | dismissed them, 
they would not go away; so that J had to exhort while | was able tospeak. 
There is a most blessed prospect before me, all glory to God for all his 
mercies. For want of money | was obliged to sell my horse: | got but 
25s forhim If there had been two missionaris sent here, there would 
bave been work for them ”’ 

Extract of a letter from Mr. J. Hill to Mr. A. Hamilton, dated Donag- 
hadee, April 3, 1817. 

**Prejudice is removing from the minds of the people: they hear for 
themselves, and acknowledge the truth. We have joined upwards of 100 
in society since November last, on this mission: mast of whem aie earn- 
estly seeking the Lord, and many of them are happy in the enjoyment of 
his salvation. [| may say with St. Paul, ‘Where sin hath abounded, grace 
much more abounds,’ Whole families have joined the society: pai ents, 
children, and servants, are setting out for the good Jand. Drinking, Sab- 
bath breaking. and swearing, with the pursuit of vain pleasure, are laid 
aside: private and family prayer, with the publick means of grace, are 
diligently attended to by those who a few months “0 were carelessly 
wandering in the broad way leading to destruction. Even in severe wea- 
ther, when the nights are dark, and roads bad, we have mere to hear than 
the house can contain Some of these are old, some young; and even 
women come carrying their children for several miles. 

*«Our prospect at present it very encouraging and we expect, when 
the season answers for holding field meetings, that the work will still more 
revive. I sold my mare, and by travelling on foot | succeed better in get- 
ting through the country, and, I think, can be more useful, and save ex- 
pense. though it exposes me to privations of various kinds, [| have lit- 
tle time for reading, writing. or study: my time is taken up with walking, 
visiting, and preaching continually; but the presence of God sweetens 
toil and pain.’ ; 





BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
14th Annual Report. 


' The Christian Herald has given some extracts from the last Re- 
fo of the British and Foreign Bible Society, from which it appears 
that 

The number of copies issued at coat and reduced prices, from the 
31st of March, 1817, to the same period in 1818, is 89,795 Bibles, 
and 104,306 Testaments; making, with those circulated at the So- 
ciety’s expense, from different presses on the continent, the total 
issued by the British and Foreign Bible Society, in somewhat less 
than thirteen years, more than Two miLuions of Bibles and Testa- 
ments. | 

The domestick occurrences of the past year, though not distin- 
guished by any new or peculiar features of interest, have been such 
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as to furnish the members of your Society, and the friends.to the 
general cause, with ample matter of congratulation and thankful- 
ness. . : *- “es ‘ Ha! 

The extent to which. the formation of Auxiliary Societies had 
previously been carried, left little ground upon which institutions 
of this nature could be erected. hen it is considered that the 
number of Auxiliary and Branch Societies in Britain alone, amounts 
ed, at the close of the last year, to nearly 500, independently of 
Bible Associations; and that scarcely a eounty in the Island was 
destitute of one or more of these Auxiliar establishments, itis with 
no less surprise than pleasure that your Committee are enabled on 
the present occasien to report so respectable an addition to their 


number. vw 
Of those which will appear in the general List, your committee 


regard it as their duty to specify, with particular commendation, 
“The Merchant Seamens’ Auxiliary Bible Society.” - 

The object of this Institution, which was formed on the 29th of 
January last in the Egyptian Hall, at the Mansion House, London, 
under the auspices of the lord mayor, and various noblemen; 

entlemen, and merchants of the first consideration, is, ‘to pro- 
vide Bibles for at least 120,000 British Seamen, now destitute of 
them:”* and with so much vigour and judgment have its proceedings 
been commenced, that within two months after its formation, 133 
outward-bound ships, containing 1721 men, were visited at Grave- 
send, by the Society’s agent, lieutenant Cox, and 580 Bibles and 
Testaments were gratuitous] y distributed among them. 

It is most gratifying to learn, from the weekly reports of the 
agent, that (a very few instances excepted) he met with a cordial 
reception from both the officers and men. On hearing him deliver 
his message to the commander of one of the ships, a common seaman 
exclaimed, with visible emotion, “Thank God, there are some who 
care for our poor souls.”” The captain of a Sweedish vessel wanted 
words to express his gratitude for a Bible, aud could scarcely be- 
lieve it was a gilt: saying, “It is very good, very good indeed: we 
pay a great deal of money for God’s Book in my country. And 
while the captain of a French vessel was reading the Testament 
which he had received, the crew was observed to be looking over his 
shoulder, with the most serious countenances, anxious to know its 
contents. Such have been some of the immediate affects of the 
Merchant Seamens’ Auxiliary Bible Society. 

On the importance of this Establishment to the Mariners them- 
selves, the immedjate employers, and the community at large, your 
cuimmittee conceive it unnecessary to expatiate: it will they trust, 
be deeply felt by every British suvject; and more especially by those 
who, from considerations of property, occupation, or connexion,and 
and in addition to the paramount obligations of reiigion and humanity 
personal interest in the spiritual and great improvement of the com- 
mercial marine. 

Another source from which the largest portion of additional aid 
to the local, and eventually tothe general interest of your Society 
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has been derived, is the zeal solaudably manifested. by the Female 
part of the community. Desirous of turning this zeal, which had 
already displayed itself in the formation of * Ladies’ Bible Associa- 
tions,” to advantageous accuunt, your committee examined the Re- 

ulations by which their proceedings were governed, and issued them 
in a revised form, in the hope that they might be found serviceable 
in giving to that class of exertions a prudent and useful direction. 
The model suggested in the circular referred to, has, with few excep- 
tions. and those arising altogether, it is believed, out of local pecu- 
larities, been generally adopted; and the effects already produced 
oncanangy the expectation of the most pleasing and beneficial re- 
sults. 

As an example, under this head, the Liverpool Ladies’ Auxiliary 
Bible Society, with its Ten Associations, deserves to be particular- 
ly cited. In the production of this system of Female Auxiliaries, 
(to which, as well as by much the largest proportion of these Institu- 
tions throughout the country, the personal exertions of Mr. Charles 
Stokes Dudley, essentially contributed,) the zeal, the talents, and 
the influence of more than 600 Ladies, embracing many of the most 
respectable and pious Females in Liverpool, sind its vicinity, were 
ca!led into exercise under the patronage of the Countess of Derby, 
and other Ladies of rank. The union, harmony, and co-operative 
spirit which characterized the establishment of these Eleven Auxi- 
haries; the systematic energy with which their proceedings have 
been conductec; and the extraordinary fact of their having within 
three months obtained 7292 subscribers, issued 1338 Bibles and Tes- 
taments, and raised more than 9701. unanswerably demonstrates 
the practicability of engaging females to occupy a most useful and 
efficient department in this work of benevolence; and justifies an 
assertion of your committee, (which they here repeat.) that Associa- 
tions of this description, “if regularly constituted, and discreetly 
administered, are likely to become an instrument of extensive and 


permanent good.”’ 
Incorporated Society for the propagation of the gospel in foreign 
parts. 


It would afford unfeigned satisfaction to all, who, according to the 
sublime language of our church, devoutly pray that God will have 
mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretics; to be informed 
that this venerable society is adopting very decisive measures for 
extending the knowledge of the gospel to heathen nations. In the 
course of the last six weeks, three special meetings of the members 
have been summoned to take this important subject into considera- 
tion. These meetings were attended by the most!reverend the arch- 
bishops of Canterbury and York; the right reverend. the bishops of 
London, Gloucester, Ely, Exeter, Landa, Norwich, Oxford, Peter- 
borough, and Salisbury; lord Kenyon; the deans of Westminster 
and Chester; archdeacons Cambridge, Pott, and Watson; the re- 
‘verend Drs. Gaskin, Mant, Wardsworth, and Shackleford; the re- 
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verend Messrs. G. D’Oyley, R. Leudon, H. H.. Norris, Basil 
Woedd, &c.; Joshua Watson, Esq. &c. 

The subject was introduced by his grace the archbishop of Can- 
terbury, who, with much personal interest, stated to the members 
the great importance of extending the missionary operations of the 
society to the British territories in the East Indies, and the island 
of Ceylon, under the jurisdiction and superintendance of the bishop 
of Calcutta. 

With much satisfaction we learn, that, after a short discussion, 
in which it was understood, that no arrangements should interfere 
with the funds appropriated for the maintenance of ministers and 
catechists in the North American colonies, it was unanimously ap- 
proved that the sum of 50001. should be immediately placed at the 
disposal of the bishop of Calcutta, and a correspondence opened 
with his lordship, for the purpose of carrying into effect the mis- 
sionary mpexis of the society. 

The bishops of London and Gloucester, and Joshua Watson, Esq. 
have been requested to draw up a memorial upon the subject, to be 
presented to the prince regent, by the archbishops of Canterbury 
and York, soliciting his royal highness to grant a royal mandate, or 
king’s letter, addressed to the clergy of al! the churches and cha- 
pels of the national church, for a general collection in behalf of this 
~— object. 

he bishops of London and Gloucester have also been requested 
by the society to draw up an address to the clergy and the public, 
which is proposed to accompany the royal mandate, in order to sti- 
mulate the exertions of the country at large to unite in the propa- 
gation of the gospel ete the heathen nations, under the British 
jurisdiction in India and Ceylon. It will give us unfeigned plea- 
sure to hear of the progress of this truly religious and noble under- 
taking; and, in the mean time, we cannot but congratulate our 
readers, thatthe importance of christian missions is thus likely to be 
more than ever recognized and acknowledged by the nation at large, 
and particularly by our rulers and dignitaries in church and state. 
Weare convinced that all other missionary societies will most cor- 
dially welcome the efforts of this venerable corporation; and though, 
from the nature of its charter, it by no means supersedes the neces- 
sity for other exertions, yet its s Lie; even construing that charter 
in its strictest manner, 1s so wide and important from the vast ac- 
cessions to the British colonies during the last century, that we 
shall rejoice to find that the publick liberality keeps pace with the 
magnitude of its projected operations. 


Extract from a speech of the right reverend Johann Wingard, 
D. D. bishop of Gothenburg, delivered at the annual meeting of 
the Gothenburg Bible Society, March 31, 1817 


Another year has elapsed since we last assembled in this place 
for the delightful and edifying object of concerting the most eflec- 
tual measures for the diffusion of the holy word yi Gud. Impor 
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tant indeed have been the events of that year, as well in the world 
at large, as in God’s kingdom upon earth. If the better informed 
part of mankind previously languished under those shackles of ty- 
ranny, which affected all their proceedings, the perturbations of 
m nd, the agitation when the fetters were burst asunder, were not 
less kindly felt. The conflict of opinions is not easily composed; 
and the wounds of society take along time to heal. A want of the 
chief necessaries of life raised also mournful complaints in most pa- 
rishes; but “the Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble.” 
May he be our strength, and our support, and our refuge! 

hat God who can subject all things to his mighty power has 
wrought various remarkable changes. Heathens renounce their 
idols, and pay adoration to the living God. Jews bend their knees 
before the cross: Christians return from the errour of their ways to 
their Father’s house, which, like the prodigal son, they had forsaken. 
Although the enemy is, no doubt, active in sowing the tares of dis- 
cord, deceit, and hypocrisy, still we must adinit, that-in general, a 
purer seed is sown in the fields of the church of God. The bright 
rays of truth have long since dispelled the gloom of superstition: and 
although in the conflict between truth and unbelief, the success has 
varied, yet he who is both the “Counsellor,” and the “Mighty God,” 
continues his victorious career; and the weapon in his hand is, “the 
sword of the Spirit,” which is, “the word of God.” 

In all parts of the earth, the most active exertions are carried on 
for making known the whole counse! of God for our salvation. Even 
within the sphere assigned to us, the distribution of the Holy Scrip- 
tures has been greater than at any other period. But “let him that 
glorieth, glory in the Lord,’”’—For “He is worthy to receive the 
praise, and the power, and the glory.” | 

The duties more particularly incumbent on us, are, first, to en- 
courage and uphold a spirit of charity, so essentially necessary for 
supplying the means of attaining our praise-worthy end: secondly, 
to exercise judgment and discrimination in selecting the objects; 
and lastly, to maintain a well regulated zea! in husbanding and ap- 
portioning the funds which the hand of benevolence confides to our 
charge for this excellent purpose. But in this cause, which is in a 

eculiar manner the cause of God and our neighbour, it might be 
assumed, that the admonition of a mortal is superfluous. Yet, who 
would not avail himself of the opportunity of acting his part. even 
though it be superftuous, who feels, that this will probably be the 
last he shall ever be indulged with? I am become old, and satiate 
with living; I am full of days, and upon the verge of my eightieth 
year, and soon will my now faultering voice be lost in the silence of 
the grave. My ca!ling has been a preacher’s work; and although 
my age poh eae me from the active Jabours of that holy office, 
vet the Lord, in his mercy, has for some years past permitted me, 


as on this occasion, to pay my tribute of regard to a beloved assem- 
bly of friends. This too, it is likely, the infirmities of age will no 
longer admit of. I therefore take my leave of you, with this heart- 
felt wish, that you may cling with all your love to the word of God, 
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ive it your most serious consideration, and follow its dictates as 
+ obedient children; and that, through your charity, it may be 
pientifully distributed among your brethren and sisters in Christen- 
dem. O may you, and through you, a multitude, guided by his di- 
vine doctrine, become wise unto salvation. Amen. 


——— 


DOMESTICK. 


SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIREOTORS OF THE DOMESTICE 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF CONNECTICUT AND ITS VICINITY. 


To the Domestick Missionary Society convened at Middletown, on 
the third Tuesday of June, 1818. 


REV. FATHERS AND BELOVED BRETHREN,—At the first meeting 
after their election, your directors, with a view to fulfil the trust re- 
posed in them, received applications from the destitute, appointed 
missionaries. and designated their fields of labour. 

Mr. Williams spent eight weeks, at Chaplain society, in Mans- 
field; during whieh time he preached fifty-seven sermons, and visi- 
ted one hundred and twenty families. The people expressed entire 
satisfaction with his services, and voted their thanks to the Domes- 
tick Missionary Society. 

Mr, Bartlett preached twelve Sabbaths at Newtown. He was 
omge't received, anu heard by large and solemn assemblies. 

Mr. Whittelsey laboured nine weeks at Middlefield. He was 
kindly and respectfully treated; and his exertions from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, and day to day, were not without sensible good effect. 

Mr Baldwin spent eight weeks at Humphreyville. [n our pre- 
ceding report, we mentioned there having been a revival of religion 
in this place. We are happy to state that the effects of that revival— 
effects the most pleasing and encouraging, still remain; and are vi- 
sible to every eye. Christians are united and animated;—the in- 
fluences of the spirit continue to descend, and a few sinners have 
recently been brought to hope in the mercy and grace of God, through 
the Mediator. ‘This church, which was formed since the institution 
of the Domestick Missionary Society, now consists of about forty 
members; who appear to grow in grace, and increase in love, know- 
ledge and stability. 

Mr. Clark laboured two Sabbaths at Humphreyville, and twelve 
weeks at Oxford. In the latter place, he found the church and so- 
ciety in a low and desponding state. Difficulties peculiarly embar- 
rassitig, had so divided, weakened, and discouraged them, that 
publick worship was far from being constantiy enjoyed, and the sa- 
crament of the Lord’s supper had been administered but once in 
two years. They réceiedd the Missionary with lively emotions of 
gratitude and joy. In consequence of his labours among them, 
their divisions were in a measure healed; increased attention was 
given to all religious meetings; some were alarmed in view of their 
exposure to future wrath, and some, it is to be hoped, couverted to 
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God; a spirit’of prayer was awakened among christians; a stron 
desire excited in the minds of many to enjoy again the privileges o 
the stated minister; measures were adopted to obtain regular preach- 
ing for the greater part of the year;a Female Charitable Society 
was formed, and seven were added tothe church. The church and 
congregation united in presenting their thanks to the Domestick 
Missionary Society, for sending a missionary among then: and, be- 
lieving he has been the means of doing great good, solicit a contin- 
uance of the favour. a : 

Mr. Fenn spent eight weeks at Weston. ‘He preached the gospel 
from house to house; found a number of persons interested on reli- 
gious subjects, and a few under special conviction of sin. 

Mr. Lockwood has laboured at East Lyme, about twenty Sab- 
baths. He proves highly acceptabie and useful. The ciurch is 
Jooking forth with promise. The society seems to be increasing in 
number and resources, and risitig from the »uins of more than half 
a century. 

in consequence of encouragement given to the parish of New 
Salem, that this society would employ, as a missionary among them, 
for thirteen Sabbaths in a year, from the time of his settlement, any 
approved man whoin they should settle, the Rev. Royal Tyler has 
been there established. : 

Mr. Halsey spent twenty-seven weeks at North Stonington. He 
was cordially received, and respectfully treated; visited families and 
schools, and instructed children and youth. Notwithstandiug the 
place exhibited evident tokens of a low state of religion and morals, 
he found some who were mourning over its desolations, and ear- 
nestly praying for their termination. +. 

Mr. Robbins spent ten weeks at Union. The congregation were 
very attentive to the word. a few hopefully born of God, and eleven 
added to the church. Religion is gradually gaining ground in this 

lace. 

. Mr.-Robbins laboured also in Voluntown, seven months; though 
not the whole of the time in the service of the society. He was 
heard with much interest; successfully taught and defended the 
doctrines of grace; was made the instrument of the hopeful conver- 
sion of a number; left a number at his departure under deep distress 
of mind; the church, apparently, established in the fundamental 
truths of the gospel,adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour, 
dwelling together in love and unity, eminently endued with the 
spirit of grace and supplication. This part of Zion is lengthening 
her cords and strengthening her stakes; and christians are calling 
forth and combining their resources for the defence and mainten- 
ance of the gospel. During Mr. Robbins’ labours among them, 
thirty-two persons have been added to the number of Christ’s pro- 
fessed followers. The people cherish a grateful sense of the impor- 
tant aid afforded them by the Domestick Missionary Society, and 
petition and pray for a repetition of the blessing. 

Mr. Knight, who was settled the preceding year, at West Staf- 
ford, by the promise of employment from this society, has laboured 
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thirteen weeks, in our service, among the people of his pastoral 
charge. Through the blessing of God, he has not |qboured in vain. 
The religious instruction of schools has been improved; active char- 
ity has sensibly increased; the word, in a number of instances, has 
been “as a fire, 20d like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces;”’ 
fourteen have deen received into the church, and several others ex- 
pect soun to join; and although religion be sti!l low, morals are im- 
proving, and divine institutions more highly prized and regularly 
attended. The congregation is harmonious; and, with the aid of 
this society, cheerfully support the gospel, although the burden is 
sonadensline: They express gratitude to God, for the assistance 
they have received through your instrumentality. 

Mr. Gray has been installed, the last year, at Stafford, in conse- 
quence of the promise, to that people, of help from this society; and 
has, accordingly, laboured in our service thirteen weeks. His set- 
tlement was both accompanied and foliowed by the special effusions 
of the blessed Spirit. The fruits appear in the adoption of a con- 
fession of faith, the restoration of gospel order and discipline, the 
increase of religious knowledge, the addition of seventeen to the 
church, and the formation of a Female Cent Society, stated prayer 
meetings, and Tract Society. ‘ 

Mr. Kellogg laboured twenty-nine weeks at Westfield. “Va- 
rious causes, (observe the committee appoiuted by the church and 
congregation to render their uuited thanks to the Domestick Mis- 
sionary Society,) had operated, for years, to divide and weaken the 
society. The church was reduced to nineteen members, only seven 
of whom were males. The society consisted of but about forty fa- 
milies; and hoth church and society were greatly dispirited, Even 
those who named the name of Christ, were divided in sentiment, 
were weak in faith, and the prospect was truly gloomy. But through 
the divine blessing upon the exertions of the missionary sent among 
them, the church has become happily united in sentiment and bro- 
_ therly loves the hopes of God’s people have been revived; many 
have been awakened; a considerable number obtained hope of an 
interest in Christ; and nineteen have been added to the church. 
Great and striking is the change in this place! Religious animation 
and enterprise have succeeded to the spirit of apathy aud depres- 
sion! Enemies had predicted that this society was on the point of 
extinction, and its friends feared the prediction would prove true; 
but, “thou shalt no more be termed forsakens neither sha!! thy land 
any more be desolate; instead of the fathers shall be the children.” 

( To be concluded. ) 


On being in time at the Publick Worship of God. 

A Woman whoalways used to attend publick worship with great 
punctuality, and took care to be aiways in time, being asked how 
it was she could always come se early; answered very wisely, 

“That it was part of her religion not to disturb the religion of 
others.” 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 





FROM THE BOSTON RECORDER. 
Washington, NV. H. Aug. $, 1818. 


Mr. Wirt1s—As Zion’s prosperity animates her triends, you 
Ynay, perhaps, strengthen her cause by giving the following a place 
in your useful paper. 

This branch of Christ's visible church has had no stated pastor 
for 12 years past, and notwithstanding occasional drops of dew 
from on high, the vineyard of God has remained as au anwateved 

rden, barren and unfruitful. 

In the autumn of 1816, the New-Hampshire Missionary Society 
assigned the town a supply for a few Sabbaths: but for some reason 
“their missionary did not perform his appointment. The friends of 
Zion had become reduced in their numbers. and of the few who re- 
mained, some, through discouragement, were induced to leave the 
town for the sake of living in the enjoyments of gospel ordinances; 
others began to look forward to a period not far distant when this 
| of God’s heritage would be wholly laid waste, and his holy 
ation become the dwelling of owls and satyrs. , 

At this crisis, the few remaining members of the church, direct- 
ed the Macedonian cry to the Monadnock Association of Ministers, 
to “come over and help them.” This application procured an oc- 
casional supply of four Sabbaths in tne winter and spring of 1817. 
When destitute of preaching, the church did not forsake the assem- 
bling of themselves together; but, with such others as were disposed 
they repaired to the house of God in company. “By the rivers of 
Babylon, there they sat down, yea, they wept, when they remem- 
bered Zion.” But that merciful God, who, “giveth to the beast his 
food, and to the young ravens which cry,’’ had already listened to 
the cries of his children, and began to prepare for the return of the 
“captive daughter of Zion.” Instances of pungent conviction, not 
generally known, already existed. In the month of May, while a 
member of the above named association, was supplying in his turn, 
when religion was low, professors discouraged, and non-professors 
stupid, a young woman, who saw herself to be a great sinner, re- 
quested an interestin bis prayers. In the evening conference her 
case was laid before the throne of Grace. Many wondered, but few, 
if any, could tell fer whom the petition was preferred. ‘This was 
the first publick indication that the spirit of God was ee upon 
the face of the waters, and, perhaps, afforded the first gleam o hope, 





that moral darkness was about to give way to the spread of divine 
light. The friends of religion were encouraged that God might yet 
favour this part of Zion. 

In August, two faithful and persevering ministers of the cross, 
visited their friends in this town, at the same time. ‘They were 
zealous and unremitted in their labours oflove; and their labours were 
“not in vainin the Lord.” Several, through their instramentality, 
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were awakened to a deep sense of sin, and need of pardon through 
Christ. ee ie aa deaieael iia 

Soon after, in the latter patt of September, the writer of this 
sketch was invited to visit, and-afford a temporary supply, till a 
more skilful labourer could be precured.ta enter the field, which was 
then white already to harvest. Ignorant that the religions charac- 
ter of the people had sustained any change, the writer left his faini- 
lv and heme, with the gloomy prospect of proclaiming the unsearch- 
able iches of Christ to dry bones which had long lain bleaching tn 
the valley of sin. But,to hisunspeakable joy, the Lord God had 
already caused his Spirit to breathe updn these slain, that they 
might live. 

God had already visited his people in mercy, and began his own 
work; and the writer had reason to say, at his coming, ‘Surely the 
Lord is in this place, and I knew it not.” There was little to do 
but to stand still, and see the salvation of God. When the Lord 
works there is none can hinder: gainsayers are silenced, and oppo- 
sers put to shame. 

Religious conferences, which had been kept up from the com- 
mencement of the revival, were now more frequent, more crowded, 
and more solemn. Strangers to the sanctuary, now sought the house 
of God, as the gate of Heaven; and those who came to scoff, some- 
times remained to pray. Many inquired the way to Zion; others, 
‘what shall I do?” Some rejoiced in hope, while others, confound- 
ed at the wonderful wurks of God, exclaimed, **We have seen 
strange things to-day.” ' 

Through the autumn, winter, and most of the spring, the work of 
the Lord continued to prosper, and souls, as we trust, to be added 
to the kingdom of Christ. The voice which appeared to be callin 
sinners into God’s marvellous light, was still, small and effectual 
The doctrines preached were those usually denominated the doc- 
trines of grace, and such as God is often pleased to own and bless to 
the humiliation of the sinner, and the exaltation of the Saviour.-— 
Diversions were discontinued, meetings were solemn and interest- 
ing, convictions pungent, and in some instances, of long contin- 
vance. Indeed, in all this work God has appeared to act like him- 
self, as a Sovereign; and we are constrained to say, ‘Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory.”’ 

Some time in May, the work appeared to subside, and instances 
of hopeful conversions have since become less frequent. ‘Though 
the subjects of the revival have not been so numerous, as in some 
other places; yet considering the population about 800, we have rea- 
son to acknowledge the wonderful! dealings of God, and to him be 
all the glory: for it is all of his grace. Many have been called, a 
few chosen; and those, in several instances, trou among the least 
likely— The wind bioweth where it listeth.” Many, we fear, have 
been left to behold, and wonder, and peris!:; for the harvest of souls 
now, appears to be past, the summer of grace ended, and many not 
saved. ‘he wisdom, as well as the power and mercy of God, has 
been peculiarly displayed in his care of his own cause; a large ma- 
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jority of those who have been called into his kingdom are heads of 
families, though the youth and the grey->eaded have not been for- 
gotten. Several have been called from the rauks of infidelity, 
who have long fought the battles of the adversary of souls; so that 
we may truly say, “The Lord has done great things tor us, whereof 
we are glad.” 

The probable number of new converts is from 0 to70. God ap- 
pears, ina remarkable manner, to have remembered his covenant, 
and to have acknowledged infant baptism to be his own institution; 
for 46, out of 56, who have united with the church of Christ, had 
received the baptismal seal of the covenant, in infancy. Of this 
number, 47 have joined the Congregational, 7 the Baptist, and 2 
the Methodist church. Others, it is hoped, will soon see it to be 
their duty, and feel it to be a privilege, to confess Christ before men. 
and join themselves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant. The 
ears visible effects of the revival are such as might be expected. 

far as is known all as yet appears weil. Order is rising out of 
chaos, enmities disappear, union increases, the thoughtless have be- 
come serious, and prayerful, the profane in many instances, chaste 
in their language, and the dishonest just in their dealing. Sabbath 
schools also have been opened, which are well attended, and pro- 
mise much good to the scholar: The Lord reward the instructors 


from the treasures of his grace. 
BROUGHTON WHITE. 
——e 


Extract of aletter, written in New-Haven, Huron County State 
of Ohio, to a friend in Baltimore. 


‘“‘There is cousiderable attention to religion in this place. Last 
summer there was from 5 to 10 persons that generally attended 
meeting on the Sabbath; now the house is crowded; from 120 to 150 
persons. The revival is principally among the Methodists—we sel- 
dom have preachers of other denominations. There are persons 
who have apparently met with a change that are unwilling to join 
the Methodists; a good and faithful missionary would do a great deal 
of good in this place at this time. ‘This letter will not very well ac- 
cord with the last I wrote you; little did I think at that time that I 
should so soon write a different state of things 

“The Lord has visited us and opened the eyes of the most aban- 
doned; we have great reason to rejoice, the taverns that a few months 
since, were crowded upon the Sabbath with people drinking and 
carousing, are now almost deserted. Dear brother pray for us that 
the Lord will carry on the goo’ work he has begun, and bring every 
individual to bow to the mild septre of Jesus.” 


( <eeneaglge 
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